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STATEMENT BY 
THE HON. TREASURER. 


The past year has been one of grave anxiety and 
testing for the Chinese Church and the Chinese Nation. 
And so for our own small Diocesan Association and for 


its Treasurer it has been a time of great financial anxiety. 


We bieate our financial year with a fairly substantial 
balance of £246, but general subscriptions have declined 
by £190, earmarked subscriptions by £70, and the proceeds 
of the Day of Prayer and Gifts by £22. The result, in spite 
of enforced economy in providing for the very pressing 
needs of the Diocese, is a reduction in the balance at the 
close of the year of £95; and from a human point of view 
the result is that I cannot at present see my way to meet the 


Association’s liabilities for the J uly quarter. 


But we believe that this is God’s work, and if only we 

EACH lay the Association’s needs before Him in prayer, 
He will supply them as richly as He has done in the past. 
Let us each, therefore, continue instant in prayer and in 


giving according to the way God has blessed us. 


J. H. WENHAM. 


ven 


Crystal Publications, Lid., Upper Norwood, S.E.19. 
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LETTER FROM BISHOP 
HOUGHTON. 
As from CHUHSIEN, | 
SZECHWAN, 
CHINA. 


April 25th, 1938. 


Dear Frienps oF WESTERN CHINA, 


I am writing from the northerly outpost of 
Wanyuan, on the border of Shensi. There are con- 
tinuous distractions, the most persistent being two 
small girls, who do not cease to beg me to teach 
them choruses! The result would offend critical 
ears, but they are charming children all the same. 

It is only a few months since a_ notorious 
-brigand looted this city, and the destruction 

wrought by the Reds is still very evident, so per- 
haps ‘it is no wonder that the officials are ‘showing 
themselves quite concerned about my visit here. My 
luggage was searched at the city gate with a zeal 
that any Dover customs official might envy. No 
garment was left unturned, and no corner of my 
boxes unexplored! The following morning we were 
just finishing family prayers when five officials 
appeared and cross-examined me until they were — 
assured (I hope!) of my bona fides. 

I trust the adversary also is concerned. ‘The 
church here is hardly in a condition to dispute his 
sway, and perhaps the wonder is that a church exists 
at all. We have no workers here, either Chinese 
or missionary, and the local leadership i is weak and 
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divided. One of Hudson Taylor’s aphorisms is that 
‘* things will soon look up, by God’s blessing, if 
looked after,’? but Wanyuan is five days’ journey 
from the nearest missionary, and it is no one’s fault 


that the Church has been neglected—except in so 


far as responsibility rests upon the whole Body of 
Christ to care for all the members. : 

I examined three candidates for baptism yester- 
day. They seemed earnest enough, and there was 
no evidence of any particular hindrance in their 
lives, but their knowledge of the Scriptures and of 
the Christian faith was so scanty that I dared not 


baptize them. Two were illiterate women, and my ~ 


heart went out to them as they explained that they 
wanted to learn, but there was no one to teach 
them. ‘* Yes,’’ said the man, ‘‘ it is true I can 
read a little, but I cannot understand much without 
someone to teach me. Tell me anything I ought 
to do or to give up, and I am ready. But how can 
I make progress when I have no help except one 
service on Sunday? Sometimes Mr. X. does not 
turn up, and then we have no service at all.”’ 


One of the concrete results of the Diocesan — 


Synod was the formation of a Women’s Evan- 
gelistic Band, with Miss Lii and Miss Chen 
of Tahsien as leaders, and four younger women, 


three of them trained at the Kiangwan Bible 


- Institute, in Shanghai, as the first’ members. 
They were schoolgirls at Tahsien in the old 
days, under Miss Fowle or Miss Lii, and at the 
Synod they gave such clear testimonies of their 


conversion and call to the work of the Gospel that _ 


my heart was full of unuttered hallelujahs! Wan- 
yuan is just the sort of place which needs them. If 
two or three of them had a month here, giving con- 


secutive teaching to the twenty or thirty women 


who were at yesterday’s service, and reaching out- 
siders also, I believe the whole aspect of things 
might be altered. 

I spoke of distractions. Since I began to write 


the churchwarden has begged me to come and listen | 


to his gramophone. It is very old and was never 


very good, and his records are excruciatingly pain- 
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| iful. to listen to. Yet what would vou do if half. a 
dozen Christians, eager to please vou, were watch- 


ing-your face to see how much you appreciated 
the crude blare of sound? If my face showed 
pleasure, it was out. of gratitude for their kind- 


not for the music:”’ 


But‘there is hope here. At an Bible 
study class; attended by about twenty men and 
women, it was interesting to note how many of 
them were able to say in a few words what help 
they had found from the passage under discussion. 


There was no lack of faulty exposition and of 
muddled ideas, but if they form the habit of feeding 


themselves, the lack of someone to feed them will 


not be so serious, and after all we believe in the 
‘Holy Ghost. | 

'. There were unmistakable signs of His gracious 
working at San-ching-miao, a tiny market where 
I spent the previous Sunday with John Carpenter. 
There was a congregation of over 130 people. Five 
years ago two of our voluntary workers—remark- 
able men whom God is using, though they some- 
times fail to fit into the framework of our church 
organisation (and perhaps their work would be less 


_ fruitful if they did!)—held an opium-breaking Gos- 


pel campaign in this village. Scores of people 


‘began to attend services and put away idolatry. 


Then came the Red invasions, and the inevitable 


scattering, fear, famine, desolation, death; but. the 
- work was solid ‘enough to stand these tests, and a 
few believers survived. Opium is still one of the 
‘major curses of the area. San-chimg-miao is in the 
‘county of Tahsien, but close to the border of Sian- 


han, one of the very few counties in which the 


government allows the opium poppy to be grown. 
The poppy fields are in full bloom just now, acres 


and acres of white and purple flowers with occa- 


sional red or white tipped with pink. Thus, the 
drug is comparatively cheap, and it is very, very 


easy for men and women who are tired, underfed, 


“pera actually ill, to succumb to its fascination. 


I held the very first confirmation and. commu- 
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nion services in the church there. Fourteen men 
and thirteen avomen remembered the Lord’s death 
in this way for the first time, and I trust were 


din and refreshed in their souls.: There 
followed the first formal vestry meeting. The 


members include the local schoolmaster, who often 
leads the services, 2 woman who in spite of much 
persecution stands, almost alone, for Christ in her 


hamlet, and an ex-murderer who read Christian 


books while serving a life sentence in the prison at 


Tahsien, and was released with all the other 


prisoners when the city was captured by the Reds. 
(I have let those two paragraphs stand because 


_ they are true, but I have just heard that during the 


following week two men (non-Christians) appeared 
and started an opium-breaking campaign, which 
was attended by twenty “believers,’’ including 
some who had been confirmed after assuring 
Carpenter that they were entirely free of the evil 


habit. The medicine given was so poisonous that | 
on the following Saturday all twenty were writhing 
in pain and lying on the floor half-conscious. Two, 


of whom one was a communicant, died on Sunday. 
The leaders of the campaign fled for their lives, 
and the remaining eighteen sufferers gradually re- 
covered. It may be that this terrible happening 
will serve as a warning of the danger of lying, and 
thus in the end the Church may be stronger for 


this experience. Mark how the devil rages when his 
authority is seriously threatened !) | 


Our next call was at Tung-kia-keo. Thirty 


people meet here in a farmhouse for worship, and 


the leader is a boy of fifteen, whom I confirmed. 


_ He is not having an easy time, either at home or oe 


at school, but there is no doubt of his sincerity, 
and he seems quite unspoiled by the position which 


he helds amongst this group of enquirers. The _ 
big hindrance is the planting of the opium poppy, 
-which is more lucrative than any other crop. When 


Carpenter began to ask whether any of the en- 


‘quirers were ready to be baptized, he was told, 
“** Not until next year ’’—the reason being that 
‘poppy planting will probably be prohibited 


then, 
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and therefore there will be no hindrance to their 
entering the Church! | 
Among mountains thickly wooded, with bright 
patches of red azaleas showing through the green, 
we made our hed to Shuang-ho-ch’ang, where the 
shost of a d church is, I believe, gradually 
osing 1ts power to impede the progress of a living 
one. The leader, converted only five years ago, 
will be greatly used of God if he continues to follow 
hard after Him. 


Hwang-kin-keo, May 1st. 
- Since I wrote the first part of the letter I have 
heard of a Christian man in this area who had not 
realized the sin of planting opium, but was con- 
victed while Carpenter was speaking, and asked | 
him to come over to his house with the Chinese 
- Christians in order to hold a special service while 
the poppies were rooted up. This was as great a 
triumph for the Gospel as the burning of idols, and 
has given me more joy than any other single 
incident during this tour. 3 
That reminds me of a request for thanksgiving 
which I must not omit to mention. We who have 
heard and seen something of the famine conditions 
prevailing in this diocese last year and, in some 
counties, right up to the present moment, rejoice 
with all our hearts as we note the excellence of the 
crops this spring. Barley, wheat, beans, peas, 
rape are already being harvested, and famine, both 
the fear of it and the reality, will cease to haunt our 
people for a time. If they begin to ask, ‘‘ What 
ghall we render to the Lord for all His benefits 
towards us ?’’ we ought to see considerable progress 
towards the attainment of self-support. 
-. One of my interruptions this afternoon has 
‘been a very pleasant one. A man of thirty-two, 
converted only last year, has been telling me of his 
experience. He is one of the many who have been 
reached through the opium-breaking Gospel cam- 
aigns carried on mainly by Chen Lan-ih and Chao ~ 
ai-fan. All the places which I have visited during 
the past fortnight. (except Wanyuan) owe most of 
_ their converts to the work of these men. They are 
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not easy to work with, and,they are tempted to 
regard all paid workers as. on a lower level. than 
themselves, but they are actually winning souls, — 
which many better-trained men fail to do. They 
are both here this week-end, and I have enjoyed 
fellowship with them. I believe they are known 
in heaven—and, judging by the fury of the adver- 
sary’s opposition to their work, in hell also. 

This last-year’s convert told me how he had 
smoked opium for more than ten years, how when 
he began to break it off at the campaign he dis- 
covered the power of prayer, and has not touched 
nor desired it since. His wife is an earnest be-— 
liever, and his two little children love to pray. He 
has refused to plant opium this year. One Sunday — 
he did not go out to drill because he felt he could 
not afford to miss the morning service. Leave of 
absence is frequently given for far less important — 
reasons. In the afternoon three men were sent to 
drag him before a minor military official. | 
~. * Why did you not come this morning ?” he 
was asked. 7 

T was at the service.’ 

What is a service?’’ 

** "We meet every Sunday to. worship God.’’ 

‘< What sort of a thing i is God ?”’ shouted the 
official. ‘“‘ Bring me a carrying pole ’’—a heavy | 


piece of wood or bamboo about five feet long — 


carried by coolies across the shoulder, with loads 
slung at each end. But then the village headman 
intervened. ‘‘ Please don’t beat this man,’’ he 
said. ‘‘ He is a good fellow, and this worshipping 
on Sunday has become a sort of habit with him ”’! 
What delighted me was that a man who has only 
just emerged from heathenism could not only face 
this difficult experience (and others of which he 
told me) but assure me that as he spoke to the 
official there was a deep joy in his heart, and he had 
not the least fear of being beaten. Since then the 
headman has bought a Bible and professed con- 
version, 

Within the next few days I hope that the Rev. 
Marcus Cheng, of Changsha, well known through- 
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out China as a spiritual leader and expositor of the 
Scriptures, will be arriving in Wanhsien, and dur- 
ing the rest of May and the whole of J une. will be 
holding revival meetings, God willing, in Liang- 
shan, Nanchung, Paoning, and perhaps one or two 
other places. When this issue of the ‘‘ Bulletin ’’ 
reaches you, it will not be too late to pray over the 
results of the work. But I ask your prayers 
especially for a conference of Chinese leaders to be 
held at Chiihsien, July 8th—l18th. All Chinese 
workers throughout the diocese are invited, and 
we long that each one should receive a threefold 
vision—of personal need, of the unreached millions 
without hope and wit out God, and, more impor- — 
tant still, of the exceeding greatness of His power 
to usward who believe. _ 

_ My wife will be with me during the latter half 
_ of my tour—to Kaihsien, Wanhsien, and Kweifu— 
and we hope to be back at Chiihsien early in June. 
If we can find accommodation the Conference will 
be held at: Chiu-pan-si, near our hill bungalow, 
twenty miles from the city. 

The work of repairing the Paoning Cathedral 
has begun, and Mr. Robert needs all our prayers in 
supervising it. 

Yesterday I heard from Dr. Lechler that the 
doctors refuse to pass Bishop Holden for China, 
and that he has therefore been compelled to resign. 
The blow to our work in West China is so sudden 
and unexpected that it is difficult to weigh all its 
implications. My sense of personal loss is very 
great. It was largely owing to Bishop Holden’s 
persuasion, and to the thought that I should be 
working in close touch with him, that I agreed to 
let my name go forward for nomination to this 
bishopric. He left for home a month after my 
consecration, and I had eagerly looked forward to 
his return, and to the opportunity of fellowship 
with him, as well as consultation in regard to the 
problems of the work. I need not urge you to 
pray for Bishop Song, and for guidance to be given 
to all who bear any responsibility for the appoint- 
ment of Bishop Holden’s sueeessor. 7 
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The war continues to cast its dark shadow over 
the whole land, and it is the first topic of conver- 
sation everywhere. Constantly I am asked for my 
opinion as to the probable outcome. Recent 
Chinese successes and the spectacular activities of 
_ guerilla bands have enormously strengthened the 

faith of the people in ultimate victory. Chiang 
Kai-shek’s leadership inspires general "coatileiée: 
China has no aggressive designs, and we pray that 
she may emerge from this conflict stronger, purer, 
more united than ever before. From the Christian 
point of view there is much to encourage. 


Yours very gratefully, 


FRANK HOUGHTON, 
Bishop of Eastern Szechwan. 


FROM BISHOP 
HOLDEN. 


50, WARWICK 
EarL’s Court, 
= 


13th June, 1938. 


My Dear FRienps, . 
When I wrote my last letter in the ‘“‘Bulletin’’ 

I was hoping that on the present occasion I might 
be able to tell of definite arrangements being well 
under way for our return to Szechwan; but when, 
shortly afterwards, I went to see the specialist who 
had examined me last year, in order that I might 
with more certainty go forward with our prepara- 
tions, the result was greatly different from our own 
ae hopes and those of our friends and fellow-workers. 

The opinion he gave as a result of his thorough 
examination. was, that under conditions that are 
likely for some time still to obtain in China, I 
should be a greater lability than an asset on the — 
field, and that I ought to withdraw. In this 
opinion, the medical authorities of the C.M.S. have 
fully concurred, and so'I obtained the Archbishop 
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of Canterbury’s § permission to resign, and informed 
Chairman af Bishops in China. So 
that instead of writing this letter to take leave of 
friends and colleagues in England, it is alas! to 
take leave of the work in China, and of the diocese 
and the D.A:W. | 
Although it is undoubtedly inevitable that - 
_ should resign at this time, the wrench it means for 
my wife and me to leave what has been our Lia 
life for over thirty years is much too great easily to 
describe. No words can express the sense of high 
privilege we have felt in being allowed to be so 
closely associated with the early beginning of the 
_Chureh in two parts of China, and to enjoy the 
affectionate fellowship of so many, both Chinese — 
and Westerners, whose friendship will always be 
our most precious possession. Although the period 
during which we served in Western China was so 
comparatively short, our experience there was such 
as to make us look forward with hope to our return. 
Yet there is much for which we must be pro- 
_ foundly thankful. The division of the diocese has 
meant fuller and: more efficient leadership in both 
Eastern and Western Szechwan, and I am greatly 
in hope that my: own resignation will mean for the 
latter wHat I have earnestly longed for, that the 


if responsible position of diocesan bishop may be filled 


by a Chinese national. Although all the formalities 
are not yet complete, it is not to divulge any secret 
when I say that there is every likelihood that 
Bishop Song will succeed me, and for him I would 
bespeak your earnest prayers. __ 

At this time of crisis in the life of China, when 
a wave of genuine nationalism is sweeping over 
the country, it is peculiarly appropriate that a 
Chinese citizen should become the head of the 
Church wherever possible. Yet at the same time, 
this very crisis is bringing such opportunities for 3 
the Christian forces there, that it is difficult not 
to feel a certain sense of deprivation i in the inability _ 
_to return. Every letter and newspaper bring the 
same tidings; how the minds of the people are 
turned increasingly to just those things for which 
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the Church stands; how Christian efforts are being | 
more and more appreciated by. every: class:of the 
community, and particularly by those in. the highest 

station; how the Christian character of the-national 


leaders is causing. many. to. regard -with . greater 


sympathy the whole of: the Christian ‘programme ; 
and how the Christian message itself-jis being 
accepted by a growing number of. those who hear 


it. All this gives us in the homeland much cheer, 


and to those “of us who know directly - all .the cir- 
cumstances, the longing to be in the midst ef. it 
all once more.. For us of the D. A. W.C. the 
: responsibility of the present situation .is. specially 
great, for in Szechwan, more than in-any other. part 
_ of China do opportunities present, themselves, par- 
ticularly as a result of the steady. westward trek 
of the population from the occupied areas. ‘Fhis is 
indeed now almost the determining factor. in the 
work, evangelistic, © pastoral, . educational. . and 
medical alike. If ever the existence. of the Diocesan 
: Association were justified and its work needed, this 
is infinitely more the case at the present: juncture. | 


_ I need not say therefore that, although we cannot 


join now in the work on the field, we shall do our 
utmost to set forward its interests here at home. - 

Almost immediately .the need arose-for..us to 
seek a. new home and sphere of work here. in 
England, the Bishop of Truro asked me to become 
Vicar of St. Budock, Falmouth, and to assist him 
in his episcopal duties, and we hope (D.V.) to go 
to Cornwall early in J uly. es, 

My'last word must be one of gratitude. to. those 
who compose the fellowship of the D.A.W.C. here 
in England; the Chairman, the Secretary, members 
of Committees, and the friends. in every. part.. of 
the country, to meet whom has been an experience 
entirely delightful..,..May God richly bless -the 
Association and, through its faithful work, ‘bring 

many into His Kingdom i in Western China. 


Yours gratefully’ ‘Christ's | service, 


HOLDEN, 
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BISHOP HOLDEN: | 
An Appeciation. 


ARCHDEACON V. H. DOownnirHorRNE. 


When in April the news reached the diocese 
that his medical advisers had pronounced against 
the return of Bishop Holden to China, missionaries 
and Chinese workers alike were filled with regret 
and a deep sense of loss. During the three years he 
has been in the west, he has done, as is acknow- 
ledged by all, a great work to pull the diocese out 
of many difficulties, and by his devotedness and 
selfless service he has won his way into the respect 
of everyone. His ten years of experience as bishop 
in Kuangsi-Hunan, and before that as mission sec- 
retary, served the western diocese in good stead 
when in due course he was transferred to Sze- 
chwan. For Bishop and Mrs. Holden it must have — 
been a very difficult and indeed painful transfer and — 
one which required courage and self-renunciation 
of no mean order. It meant tearing his life out of 
- the field which he had known and loved for many 
years, and transferring himself to a very distant 
one, where the conditions of the work were entirely 
altered, where even the language was different, and 
the character of the people utterly unlike. The 
tree-shadowed courtyards of the quiet country town 
of Yungchow had to be exchanged for a house in 
the very centre of the noise and bustle of one of 
the greatest cities of modern China, where the 
luxury of quiet and privacy was for ever banished. 
The beautiful mountain valleys of Hunan had to be 
exchanged for the monotonous landscape of the 
Chengtu plain, packed with eighteen hundred 
people to every square mile. From a diocese in 
which the Anglican work was self-contained and 


in which hardly any institutional work existed, he __ 


had to tackle the new problems involved in a 
diocese in which schools, hospitals and university 
constituted a very important element in the work; 
and in which the €.M.S. was involved in closest 
co-operation with four other churches in creating 
and maintaining these institutions. | 
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On coming into his new diocese he lost no time 
in establishing himself in the respect and affection 
of the Chinese workers. This was no ’prentice — 
hand, they soon saw, unused to the problems of 
shepherding an immature church. Typical of the 
general opinion were the words of one of the 
Chinese pastors addressed to the present writer after 
the Bishop’s first visit to the congregation: ‘‘ It is 
quite clear,’’ he said, ‘‘ that the new bishop under- 
stands the work of an evangelist from the ground 
The Bishop, when he first came amongst us, 
found an enormous and unwieldy diocese, divided 
by geographical boundaries and by different mission 
affiliations, into two completely separated sections. 
He had to be bishop of these two sections, the 
C.M.S. on the western side, from Chengtu to Mao- 
chow and Sungpan; and the C.1.M. on the eastern 
side extending as far as Wanhsien and the Yangtse 


gorges. On that eastern side of the diocese the 
bishop, coming as a stranger from another province 


and without the C.1.M. credentials which his two 
predecessors had possessed, was looked upon at first 
with not a little suspicion and-reserve. It speaks — 
a great deal for his personal qualities that in a very 
short time his sterling Christian character and his 
complete and tireless devotion to his work 
triumphed entirely over this attitude. Thereafter 
none were more heartily appreciative of the. value 
of his episcopal ministrations than the missionaries 


of the C.I.M. section. The writer had the happy 


privilege, a couple of years since, of bemg a few 
weeks the guest of the C.I.M. in their new palatial 
home in Shanghai, and while there he heard from 


all sides, from the seniors of the mission equally 
_as from the juniors, who had met and known Bishop 
Holden, the most heartily appreciative estimates — 


of his Christian character, and of the fine work he 


was doing in ‘‘ C.1.M. East, away in Szechwan. 


- Since then, of course, ‘the pressure of natural 
circumstances has led to the inevitable division of 
the erstwhile unwieldy diocese into two dioceses 


of Eastern and Western Szechwan. The successful © 
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initiation and completion of this scheme of division 
was Owing in large measure to the wisdom and 


_. broadness of mind of the Bishop, who from the first 


gave every welcome and assistance to his successor 
in the eastern part, Bishop Houghton. | 
One of the most important services which the — 
_ Bishop has rendered to the diocese has been in the 
seemingly prosaic but in reality intensely practical 
matter of the working dut of a diocesan constitu- 
tion which would enable the building up of the 
church in this area to proceed upon orderly lines, 
capable of constitutional development to any degree 
which may be required in the future. The rela- 
tionship of church and mission has been changing 
with great rapidity in these parts of China in late 
years owing to the pressure of political as well as 
ecclesiastical events. Consequently the drawing up 
of a form of ecclesiastical constitution which will 
allow the growing church to cut itself away from 
the leading-strings of the mother society and launch 
out on its own career, under conditions of control 
which will dovetail both into the conditions of 
modern Chinese society in which it is growing up, . 
and into the traditions of the worldwide Anglican 
communion of which it is a member, is a task which 
demands the utmost wisdom and foresight. Bishop 
Holden will be remembered as having succeeded 
admirably in the task of re-drafting an imprac- 
ticable constitution into one which is sensible and 
workable, under which the church organisation can 
sail full steam ahead. 

. Another point upon which all of us will agree 
is that the Bishop is a most admirable and inde- 
fatigable letter writer—and for a Bishop that is 
not a small part of his necessary equipment! We 
have often wondered how he could do it. After 
walking on foot for twenty or thirty miles of rough 
and hilly road to some country church, preaching at 
a service in the evening, and discussing church 
affairs with the local leaders, he would sit down at 
midnight or near it, and write a bunch of letters, 
--and be away again in the early hours of the morn- 
ng. In another climate than this it might be. 
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more reasonable, but the climate of Szechwan is 
severely taxing upon the reserves of physical 
strength; the sudden heart-collapse which occurred 
in the midst of one of these long and arduous 
journeys was the unwelcome proof that the Bishop 
had been taxing his strength beyond a reasonable 
limit. We had great fears at that time that the 
physical consequences of such over-strain would 
mean that he would be unable to return to complete 
his work here. And now that these fears have un- — 
- happily become fact, all we can do is to send him, 
from the field for which he has worked so un- 
tiringly, and for which we know he will continue 
in England to work as untiringly, our grateful 
thanks for what God has enabled him to do for the 
- growing Szechwan church, and our sincerest wishes | 
and prayers for long continued and happvy service 

for the Master. | | 


MRS, HOLDEN: 

Bishop Holden has been very fortunate in 
having by his side a partner who has been able to 

bear so large a share of the burdens and responsi- 

bilities of his office, and the Szechwan church will 


also wish to send its grateful thanks to Mrs. Holden, 
who in the few years she has been here has left a 


deep impression upon the work. If the change from 


Hunan to Szechwan was difficult for the Bishop, it 
~ must have been much more so for Mrs. Holden, who 
as soon as she had exchanged the quiet Yungchow 
house for the noise of Chengtu was faced with the © 
problem of entertaining a constant stream of guests 
from all over the diocese. She bravely shouldered 
this difficult task of acting as hostess and her un- 
failing kindness. and generous hospitality are — 
remembered with gratitude by very many who were 
her guests in the Bishop’s house in Pi Fang Kai. 
When the Bishop and Mrs. Helden first arrived 
in Chengtu'there was very little church work being 
carried on at St. John’s Church beyond the usual 
Sunday services. and Sunday School, and Mrs. 
_ Holden at once became aware of the need. She 
soon got busy in organising women’s and child- 
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ren’s classes, and through her efforts a night sehoal 
for illiterates was started, which -is still being effi-- 
ciently carried on. As there was no suitable build- 
ing for this night school, Mrs. Holden stirred up 
the Chengtu branch of the Women’s Missionary 
Service League to raise funds to erect the hall in 
which the school is now held every evening. 


From the time of Mrs. Holden’s arrival in 
: iuauus we all realised that she was keenly in- 
terested in the W.S.M.L. and the Mothers’ Union © 
and she has done much since then to strengthen 
this work throughout the diocese. The branch of 
the W.S.M.L. in connection with St. John’s 
Church, Chengtu, increased in numbers and in use- 
fulness and is now being carried on with energy 
by Mrs. Song and others. She also encouraged 
the smaller country parishes to start the W.S.M.L. 
in their local churches and she was instrumental in 
this way in starting a number of new branches. 


Another institution in which Mrs. Holden took 
great interest and which was commenced with her 
active assistance is the Union Bible School for 
Women, and the constant help she gave there has 
born good fruit. 7 


The Rt. Rev. BISHOP HOLDEN: 


A Tribute. 
Rev. W. H. 


When the first news reached us that Bishop 
Mowll was contemplating accepting the call to the 
Archbishopric of Sydney, some of us were deeply 
concerned about the future of the Diocese of 
Western China, and although we felt that Bishop 
Mowll could not do other than regard this as a 
call from God, yet we wondered how the vacancy 


in Western China would be filled. 


A little later the news came that Bishop Holden 
was being appointed, but at that time he was not 
known to many of us at all intimately. Almost 
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immediately after his arrival in the diocese, how- 
ever, any concern we might have felt about the 
change was promptly removed for we were soon to 
learn how quickly the Bishop was winning the affec- 


tion and admiration of all the missionaries in the 


C.1.M. area. As the days went by this feeling was 


_ deepened, and when the proposal for the division — 


of the diocese was made, the necessity for which 
was recognised, there was a deep sense of sincere 


regret at the thought of losing the helpful ministry 


of Bishop Holden, who proved. himself to be such 


a true Father in God to the missionaries and to > 
the whole Christian church in that area. His sim- 


plicity of life, his devotion to duty, his response 
to any call of need and his sincere brotherliness, 


~ all combined to make him one of the best loved men 


who has ever been 1 in the diocese. 


Although the new diocese of East acide 


does thank God for the appointment of Bishop 


Houghton as its leader, yet at the same time the 
workers were eagerly anticipating the return of 
Bishop Holden to West Szechwan, realising 


that there would still be the closest link of affec- 


tion and fellowship. His inability to return to 


Western China will bring to every missionary a 


sense of personal loss. We know, however, that 
although he is detained in this country he will con- 
tinue to have the deepest prayerful interest in the 
whole work of his old diocese. We thank God 


for the privilege of having known Bishop Holden, 


and we realise that he has left a mark upon the 
diocese of Western China which has meant much 
for its development and stability. 


NEWS FROM STATIONS. 


Day 1. Langchung (Paoning). 
During the first few days of the Chinese New 


_ Year, several small companies went out daily to_ 


different parts of the city to witness. One band of 
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men visited outlying Christian homes, strengthen- 
ing and encouraging isolated Christians, and also 
witnessing to neighbours who were invited in. A 
week before New Year special meetings for child- 
ren were arranged; these meetings .were well | 
attended, lantern services being the most popular. 
The Boys’ School has re-opened the new term with 
over one hundred scholars. Mr. Leslie Stead, Hos- 
pital Business Manager, suffered from a_ severe 
attack of typhoid during February; we praise God 
for his good recovery. Mr. F. J: Robert is back 
again in Langchung to superintend Cathedral re- 
pairs. 
Tanishan. After a recent visit Mr. Scott 

writes: ‘‘ Most of the Christians turned up for ser- 


vice on Sunday in spite of a cold drizzle. Among 


much that mystifies, they found place to praise God 
for His many mercies. The little church was filled 
to its seating capacity, there being about seventy 
people present. Mr. Feng Chao-lan and Yang Ting- 
yuin, an old orphanage boy, are jointly responsible 


for the services.”’ 


Day 2. Ts’ien Fuh Ch’ang, 


According to Pastor Yang, the Christian in- 
fluence in this village is such that there is little 
idolatry now. There are about fifty Christian 
families and a mid-week service is conducted in a 


Since the greater part of the business thorough- 
fare of the city was burnt by the Reds, an almost 


_ wholly new street has sprung up in its place. Alas, 


the church premises are both pitiful and a disgrace 
to the Gospel! Arrangements were in hand to re- 
build when Mr. Liang was shot; more than a year 
has passed and the church still awaits not merely 
re-building, but a leader to shepherd the scattered 
flock, and to reach out after the ‘‘ other sheep.’’ 
Within recent years attempts have been made to 


occupy Ilung for the Lord. What has been the 
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enemy’s ? A wrecked church 
weakened church community, members killed by 
Reds and others dead through famine conditions, 
the Chinese evangelist murdered, and missionaries 
driven out at least three times, and now there are 


neither Chinese workers nor missionaries in the : 
county. Please pray much for Ilung. © 


(Later). Mr. Liu Uin-shu, who has been. 


working at Chowkow, has recently removed to Tani- . 


~ shan, and hopes to help i in the work of the Ilung — 


area, as well as giving assistance to some of the 
Futsunyi outstations. 


Sintientsi. In spite of adversity and haodahipe 
of many kinds, the church services have been con- 
tinued and more than twenty come to church. For 
many years, Mr. Tai, the school teacher, had been 
the spiritual leader of the church. He has recently 
died. For his devotion to the Lord and to the work 
in Sintientsi, we thank God. Please pray for some 


one to be raised up to lead services in this place. 


Day 4. Kwangyuan. : 


Church services have continued as usual, con-_ 
gregations being supplemented somewhat by young 
people free from school vacation, and people coming 
as a response to invitations given during special 
visitation and. preaching of recent weeks. Meet- 
ings have been held in the homes of many Chris- 
tians within the radius of twenty li, their relations 
receiving special attention and ‘outsiders hearing 


the Gospel. Visits have also been paid to a temple ~ 


during an important heathen festival, and _ to 
many heathen homes. Gospel portions have been 
purchased in good numbers and tracts welcomed 
and read. Mrs. Shen, wife of the Bishop of Shensi, 
with Mr. and Mrs. Song (School principal) passed 
through Kwanyuan on their way to Chengtu; Mey 
were refugees from Sian. 


Day 5. Pachung (Pachow). 


Work in the city i is encouraging, and there is 
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19 
no little friendliness and readiness to hear the Gos- 
pel. The men’s work is not characterised by num- 
_bers, but three or four intelligent young men come 
each Thursday for a special Bible Class, and display 
a spirit of earnest enquiry. The Postmaster has 
asked to be received as a catechumen. He attends 
every service, and studies his Bible with diligence 
and understanding. A police officer of the name of 
- Wang, a friend of the Postmaster, is also very in- 
terested. There is a good class for women enquirers 
each Thursday, and some of these believers may 
soon be prepared for baptism. The country churches 
have been visited recently by foreigners and Chinese 
workers, and in some of them there 1s encourage- 
ment. Pachung now seems to be recovering material 
prosperity, and prayer is asked that there may be 
| real blessing in the churen. 


There has recently been encouragement at the © 


—enquirers’ class for women, conducted by Mrs. Ren, 


wife of the pastor. Numbers in the Sunday School 
have increased to about one hundred and fifty each 
Sunday. There are about one hundred and forty 
- scholars at the school this term, Please pray for 
this work and for those who are in charge. 


Futsunyi. Miss Wallis has said that the main 
impression of the early months of the year was that 
of large numbers coming to services, not only in 
Futsunyi but in at least three outstations. 
| At the time of Chinese New Year, two evan- 

gelistic bands went out in different directions. One, 
consisting of Mr. An, Miss Wallis and Mrs. Iu, 
went to the Wang-Chai-Ho district. At Chen-Chia- | 
Pa, a place seven miles from Wang-Chia-Ho, there 
1s quite a spiritual movement, and idols were de- 
_stroyed in six homes when the evangelistic band 


went there. Thirty to forty people from that clan | a 


are attending services at Wang-Chia-Ho, and they 
are collecting materials in the hope of building their 
own church one day. Please pray for this new work 
and for the people, that they may be truly born 


Day 6. Nanpu. | 
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again. A revival has also begun in Shuang-Ho- 
Chang, where forty to fifty men and women recently 
gathered for a four-days’ Bible School. 


| Day 7. Yingshan. 


The annual Bible School for women closed 


during April. The average attendance was fifty- 


seven daily. Miss Li of Tahsien came to give the 
Bible readings, and they were greatly appreciated. 
In both morning and afternoon, separate classes. 
were held for the women when they were taught 
individually, and all made good progress. It was. 
a great encouragement to watch the women finding 


_ places in their Bibles, or learning verses by heart, 


and there is much for which to praise God. 


Chowkow. Perhaps the clearest sign of blessing 
in this centre during the last few months has been 


the gradual lessening of the opposition from the 


Headmaster and staft of the local school. The 
greatest optimist could not speak highly of the 
actual and visible results in this market, but it 
would be both ungrateful and untrue to say that the | 
work recently has been without fruit. An old woman © 


who was sufficiently convinced soon after Christmas. 


to break her vegetarian vow after over fifty vears, 
seems really to be growing spiritually and may hope 
to be received for baptism before long. There has 
been a complete change of personnel among the 


-workers—Mr. and. Mrs. Phillips going to Chiihsien 


and Mr. Liu to Ilung. Please pray for Pastor Wang 
as he works in this centre. 


Day 8. Nanchung (Shunking). 


The regular meetings for men and women have 
been maintained, and the united prayer meeting 
on Friday evenings gives special cause for thanks- 
giving. The usual attendance is between thirty 
and forty. There are now a few men and women 
ready to be received as candidates for baptism. 
There was an encouraging: attendance at the New 
Year preaching, and many heard the Gospel. The 
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German sisters at the dispensary have been en- 
couraged by the interest shown recently at a coun- 
try place called Ma-Chia-Ch’iao, where the work is 
_a direct result of that done in the dispensary. Miss 
Schroder has been able to open preaching centres 
at two markets, and has also visited many homes 
_ of people in the country. There are now many doors 
open amongst these country people mainly owing to 
her persevering evangelistic work, and the great 
need is for an additional male evangelist to enter 
these doors of opportunity; a colporteur is also 
needed to visit the newly interested, and to circu- 
late the word of God in the populous market towns 
of the county. : 


Day 9, (Kwangan. 
Archdeacon Denham writes: There has been 
much activity throughout this district the last few 
- months. Early in February, District Council meet- 
ings and a Bible School were held at Taishihch’ang, 
where all were conscious of much blessing. Men’s 
missions were held at Kowkioch’ang and Yoch’ih, 
and women’s missions at Taishihch’ang and Kow- 
kioch’ang. At Kowkioch’ang the work has been 
practically dead for many years, and it was decided 
to hold a mission there, both for men and women, 
with the object of giving things a fresh start. The 
men were there from February 19th to 27th. Pastor 
Wang, Evangelists Yang, Liu and Keo, Colporteur 
Liu, Mr. Cordle and myself went, and the Lord 
blesséd us in the work. Large numbers heard the 
Gospel and some showed very definite interest. Not 
only did we preach in all parts of the market but 
neighbouring markets were visited and the message 
carried farther afield. From there we went to the 

city of Yoch’ih for a week and were joined by 
- Pastor Chao. Great crowds heard on the street, 
and I think I may say that the whole city was 
moved. I have seldom seen such large crowds stand 
listening to the Gospel. Many showed real interest, 
and a few men said definitely that they wanted to 
believe. In these two places about 3,000 Gospels 
were sold and some thousands of tracts distributed. 


| 


Day 12. Ghiihsien. 


99 


We pray that there may be a reaping from so great 
SOWMG. 


Later on a Women’s Mission Band was orga- 


_ mised. Mrs. Chao, Mrs. Liu, Mrs. Keo (wives of 


the workers), came and proved a very great help. 
Bible-woman Wang, Mrs. Denham and two or three 
Christian women, coming at their own expense, 
completed the band. This band was for the first 
week at Taishihch’ang and near-by markets. Bible- 


woman Wang generously paid for the food expenses 


during this week. One family burnt its idols. The 
following week they went to Kowkioch’ang, where 
there was special blessing. The time of the mission 


coincided with a heathen festival in the district, and 


so large numbers of women pilgrims were reached. 
Kowkioch’ang is a most idolatrous place, far be- 
yond most other towns and cities I know. Never 
have I seen so many women mediums, those, I 


mean, whose business it is to have intercourse with 


demons, as I saw there on market day. It was a 
privilege to have Deaconess Lii there for a week 
on her way back from Yingshan to Tahsien, for 
she proved a real inspiration to the women. After 
the mission, Deaconess Lii very kindly agreed to 
give a week’s Bible Readings for women at Taishih- 
ch’ang, and the women who attended were streng- 
thened and encouraged. | 

In addition to all this special work, the ordinary 
work has been going on as usual. Mrs. Denham > 
has been very busy in the dispensary. Preaching 
has been done on the streets and in the preaching 
halls. Visits have been paid to the outstations. 
Mr. Davis and Mr. Cordle have both spent some 
time in the country. Unfortunately Mr. Davis had 
an attack of dysentry while at Linshui.. Mr. Cordle | 


went to help him, and now they are both at Chung- 
king, Mr. Cordle having taken Mr. Davis there 


for medical help. He is now better but still weak. © 
Please pray for the health of workers as work is 
so often delayed through illness. | 


This city was, during March, the scene of a 
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very happy and successful gathering of the Second 
Synod of the new. diocese of East Szechwan. 
Many changes have been made—Rev. Wang 
Kung-ai exchanging with Rev. K. C. Phillips 
and going to Chowkow, while Miss Sanderson has 
left for Tahsien temporarily and Miss Parsons to 
join the Yingshan staff. Mr. Pateman who, now 
that the Synod is over, and the Bishop started on 
his long itinerary, will have more time for church 
work reports that the men’s side of it needs an 
awakening. Over Chinese New Year a ten days’ 
mission was held in a market 20 li away. There the 
family from whom rooms were rented was converted — 
and several women showed evident signs of true 
faith and a few boys.and girls also. A Leaders’ — 
Conference for the whole diocese at which the 
special speaker will be Rev. Marcus Cheng, is 
ery to take place in Chihsien from July 8th 
to 18th. | 


During the early months of the year there were 
several things to cause encouragement. At the end 
of January a special mission for children was held 
in which Miss Lo, of Tahsien, gave help. Thirty- 
four decision forms were signed and though this 
in itself means little, it is an indication of the 
interest shown. In the New Year preaching, some 
- young fellows took an active part, which was no 
doubt a help to them as well as to the regular staff. — 
Good numbers attended the special meetings in 
February, led by Revs. Ts’ai Fuh-ts’u and John 
Wang, thirty-one coming in from the country to 
stay. At the close four women were baptised and 
‘six men and seven women: confirmed. Among the 
six received also as catechumens were one man 
and two women from the new work at Hsing-long- 
ch’ang, mentioned before. The work at the out- 
station of Kao-hsiieh-ch’ang seems most encour- 
aging, of all. Now that the Simmonds have 
left for furlough, Mr. Ellison will continue here 
with the help of Mr. Lo Li-ping, and for a time 
of Mr. Tift. 


Day 13. Tachu. 


- aes 


Day 14. Tahsien. 

_ In February over thirty leaders from twelve 
of the churches in the Tahsien pastorate, besides 
local workers, met for ten days’ meetings, devo- 
tional and practical, led by Rev. John Wang, who 
was a great help to all. Some hindrances in various 
churches were done away with and disciplinary 
action taken in one case with much effect. Follow- 
ing upon this, ten days’ meetings were held at San- 
chingmiao, in the country, for instruction, at the 
close of which twenty-one were baptised and 
seventy received as catechumen. Miss Elliott and 
Miss T's’ao were to follow this up with several days 
of women’s meetings in April. Easter Day should 


have marked the Bishop’s visit and the first con- 


firmations to be held in that place. During Feb- 
ruary and March, Mr. Crockett and Mr. Temple 
with four or five voluntary workers carried out two 
evangelistic trips round the country in Kaikiang. 
At their evening open air lantern services they 
gathered 1 in some places as many as s 600-700 people. 


Day 15. Wanyuan, Chengkow. 


News of these two places is given in Bishop 
Houghton’s letter on an earlier page. 


Day 16. Liangshan. 


Archdeacon Fu, who will be greatly i 
had to leave rather earlier than expected and news 
has come from Yunnan of his safe arrival there. 
Miss Barber has been able to' visit several of the 
outstations. Mrs. Ch’ien (senior) had to go to 
Chungking for an. operation and is back again, 
giving her much valued help. From April to June, 


) Miss Lo Hsin-chiien is running a women’s school 
in Liangshan city. 


Day 17. Kaihsien. | 


With the departure of the Sine on fur- 


lough, the Kaihsien work is deprived of valuahle 
| leadership. Mr. Ning Wei-Tao is going in from 
Wentangtsing while Mr. Yang: Shih-Chiin will 

fill his place out there. The women’s work in Kai- 
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hsien has been strengthened by the coming of Miss 
Giowar who is to be joined by Miss Hwang Keh- 
ch’ien of Tahsien, recently returned from the 
Kiangwan Bible Seminary. : 


Day 18. Wanhsien. 

_ The work here continues to increase with the 
number of better class refugees who have been 
coming up river, and to fill the need on the women’s 
side Miss Dix has come from Tahsien to give a 
few months’ help until after the summer. The 
work which Mr. Benson and Mr. Hsie, the Cus- 
toms Commissioner, have been doing has continued 
and indeed further developed. One young man re- 
cently baptised may perhaps be regarded as the 
first-fruits of this work. Mr. Benson himself has 
been having further trouble with his leg and had to 
go to Chungking for treatment, but his place was 
filled by Mr. Harper, who came up from Kweifu. 
Mr. Harper writes: ‘‘ The main street of Wan- 
-hsien is like a Lido with the very expensive dresses 
of the well-to-do refugees who have taken up resi- 
dence here. Everything seems peaceful and it is an 
exceptional time; opportunities are golden.’’ 


Day 19. Kweifu. | 
Though there is nothing very remarkable to — 
report, the progress towards recovery in the church, 
while slow, has been sure, and the attendance at 
open air preaching and the attention of those who 
stand and listen has been most encouraging. 
Through fear of air raids, which so far have not 
actually happened, many are leaving the city during 
the day-time for the south bank of the river, and 

special opportunities have been found of going over 
to preach to them. Extra burdens will be laid on 
the shoulders of Mr. Snow and Mr. Wang Ming- 


hsioh by the departure on furlough of the Yiinan- 


_ch’ang staff, as Mr. and Mrs. Derbyshire left in 
* "Dr. Billington, who paid a visit to this city a 

few months ago, writes to say that a Christian of 
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many years’ standing, Paul Li, is now back there 
-and doing fairly well in business, and anxious to | 
see the buildings of the church restored. These were 
totally destroyed with almost the whole of the rest 
of the city when the Reds took it three years ago. 
Mr. Li and one or two other church-members con- 
tinue their witness, but work of a definitely 
corporate character has not been carried on for some 
years, 


Day 21. Pingwu, Kiangyu. 

The road to Pingwu has recently been more 
free from the bandit menace and Mr. Clark went 
with Mr. T’ien for a lengthy stay in April. The 
few Christians there are “‘ carrying on faithfully.”’ 
Mr. Chin Tsuen-tao is still zealous in -his evan- 
_ gelistic efforts for the townsfolk, and if it were pos- 

sible to give the little flock a little more help, there 
is no doubt that advance would be seen. ‘‘ The 


district is peaceful now and recovering from — 


ravages.’’ 
= In Kiangyu, the brothers Lin go steadily on 
in their work of witness, and recently they went 
with the missionary to visit a local sacred moun- 
tain for evangelistic work. ‘‘ In the home of the 
vounger Lin, in the country, a weekly meeting is 
held for the women.’’ A weekly visit is being paid 
to.each of four villages within a radius of ten miles 
and some encouragement has been met with in this 
effort. The preaching chapel in the city is filled © 
every other day when it is opened, and as a result. 
a Mr. Wang has begun to attend the regular ser-_ 
views, 

| "The Chinese pastor, the Rev. Chu Yiiin-hsi, 
and his fleck ‘are still-rejoicing in the blessing re- 
ported im recent numbers of the ‘‘ Bulletin,’ but 
a former worker has caused them some anxiety by 
returning and stirring up trouble. Open air evan- 
gelistic work, for which there is unusual oppor- 
tunity in this big commercial centre, is rendered 
panticularly difficult when a recognised leader 
shows. a spirit so. alien from the message preached. 
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Day 23. Mienyang. 
..The blessing recently. reported continues in 
this centre. At the last meeting of the Week of 
Witness, a dozen people stood up to confess their 
desire to become,Christians as a result of hearing 
_ the testimonies of the church members. A recent 
week’s evangelism in Mienyang itself brought in 
thirteen enquirers, and in Weicheng eight more. 
Much encouragement is being found in the weekly | 
Bible Class for educated men, and the Wednesday 
_ Prayer Meeting “‘ has lots of life.’”? The general 
Sunday congregation is also steadily growing. _ 


Day 24. ‘Anhsien. 
Deaconess Chow is responding happily to the 
efforts being made for the development of her 
powers of leadership, and in view of Deaconess 
Stewart’s approaching furlough this is a great | 
cause for thankfulness. The evangelist, Moh Hsii- | 
-kwang, continues to have poor health and is often ~~ 
in great pain, yet he keeps cheerful. Evangelistic 
meetings are now being held regularly on two 
evenings a week in the Preaching Hall, and on every 
market day at a certain place in the market. People 
are learning to know where to find the workers in 
these open air meetings, and some are becoming 
_ gufficiently interested to follow them from there to 
the Preaching Hall in order to hear more. This 
work also needs much prayer. | 


Day 25. Mienchu. 
~ From March 15th to 18th‘a very successful 


Farmers’ Bible School was held, and. farmers from... 
three new centres attended. One of these men was 
greatly helped at a similar school held here last 
December, and since then has won several relations 
and friends to Christ. 
From March 22nd to 31st Archdeacon and Mrs, 
Donnithorne conducted the first of their Tent Cam; 
paigns in Szechwan at Hsinshicheng, a big market 
ten miles from Mienchu, the pastoral,-.eyangelistie 
and medical staffs fully cooperating with them. On 
market days large numbers attended, and: on, non- 
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market days- it was: possible to give consecutive 
Christian teaching to those who came. A large 


number of people have enrolled themselves as 
learners and provision has been made for follow-up 


work. 


The congregation in is showing keen 
interest in the wider missionary work of the church, 
and a recent evening spent over the C.M.S. Report 
proved of the — interest to “the: many who 
came. 


Day 26. Tehyang. 
Pastor Tang Shih-ch’en writes to tell of the 


_ blessing he gained through participation in a re- 


cent Tent Campaign in a neighbouring parish and 
of his hopes for his own sphere along these lines. 
He and Miss Fug! are working valiantly in a parti- 
cularly difficult district, and are in need of all the 
prayer help it is possible to ere" them. | 


Day 27. Hanchow. 

Owing to the frequent absence on wider duties 
of Archdeacon Donnithorne, the Rev. Wang Chih- 
shuen, who was ordained in January, is having to 
assume much responsibility and needs much prayer. 
Regular and systematic evangelism is carried on 
in this. parish, both in the-city and the surrdinding 


villages. The Sunday School is one of the br a 


and most efficient in the whole diocese, and it is : 
joy to spend a Sunday in Hanchow if only to sh 
the concourse of happy and well-behaved children 


who fill the church from end to end on Sunday 


afternoéns. 

At Lienshan in the parish, the Archdeacon and 
Mrs. Donnithorne, with helpers from other parishes, 
held a Tent Mission from April 20th to 30th, and as 
a result some ninety men and women gave in their 
names as desiring to know 1 more of the Way of 


Life. 


” The Rev. Tuan-Sheng-en writes to tell of much 
encouragement among the Government staff of the 
Social Reconstruction Bureau, though he is con- 
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scious also of the great difficulties. Among the 
young officials are some of his former fellow- 
students at the University, for the W.C.U.U. has 
provided ten young men and women for this impor- 
tant work, some of whom are Christians. One of 
these latter is Mr. Shih, a former president of the 
Students’ Christian Union at the Nanking Univer- 
sity, who is in charge of the Cooperatives. _ 


Day 29. CGhungkiang. 
Miss Armfield is now giving valuable aid in the © 
work of this parish, and is gradually gaining 
strength. Certain fairly well-to-do refugees from 
the occupied areas in other parts of China have pro- 
vided a sphere of effort for the workers. | 
The Rev. Chang Po-ai wrote recently to ex- 
press his joy in the more definite evangelistic zeal 
shown by his flock. He told of how on March 20th 
nine men and ten women knelt solemnty_ before the 
Holy Table and there made the promise that by 
God’s help they would each strive to be the means 
of winning at least one other soul to Christ; and 
also of the hope that four markets regularly visited 
for some months by the Voluntary Evangelistic 
Band of the parish might before long become them- 
selves definite Christian centres. 7 


| Chengtu is affected probably more directly than 
any other place in the west by the westward trek 
of the populace from the occupied areas, and this 
applies particularly to the students and educated 
classes genérally. . Among the latter a special 
effort is being made to provide for their spiritual 
needs by the opening of an English service on Sun- 
day afternoon, for many are from regions where 
Mandarin is not spoken so that English is the more 

suitable medium of expression. — 
The West China Union University has admitted 
‘loan ’’ students from thirty different universities, 
some of which have moved to Chengtu as complete 
units. This, of course, is putting a great strain on 
the accommodation, but it has been most striking 
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and encouraging on the whole to see the willingness 
of the students to submit to all kinds of incon- 

The importance of the work at the University 
is illustrated by the fact that included in it at 
present.is the only Christian Medical School func- 
tioning in that cae of China unoccupied by Japan. 
In spite of so much to engage its attention and 
absorb all its financial resources elsewhere, the 
Government, both Provincial and National, is doing 
more and more to help on the work which is being 
carried on in our schools and colleges... Extra funds 
provided in this way have made it possible to begin 
much earlier than was expected the building of the 
new University Hospital. 


DAY OF PRAYER AND GIFTS. 


- The annual Day of Prayer and Gifts was held 
on Wednesday, June Ist, when a special service of 


Holy Communion. was conducted in. St. Bride’s 
Church, Fleet Street (by kind permission of the 


Rev. A. Taylor), by the Rt. Rev. Bishop J. Holden, 
D.D., assisted by the Rev. H. W. Funnell. Special 
thanksgivings and intercessions for the work in 
Eastern and Western Szechwan were offered at this 
meeting of the General Committee ..of the 
D.A.W.C. was held at 1.30 p.m., and was followed, 


at 3 p.m., by the Annual Meeting of the Association _ 


in the Hall of St. Bride’s Institute, at which the 
chair was taken by Bishop Holden. After the 
reading of Scripture and prayer, Rev. W. H. Aldis, 
said there was an element of unavoidable sadness 


in the gathering that day because of the fact that 


the Chairman, under medical orders, was unable to 
return to his work as-Bishop of Western Szechwan. 
This was a great blow to all the work in Western 
China. Bishop Holden, coming to the diocese nearly 
five years ago as quite a stranger, had quickly won 
the confidence and affection of. all, and had made 
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friends everywhere. The work in Western China 
had been strengthened and enriched by his associa- 
tion with it; and although it was out of the ques- 
tion for him to return to China, it was good to know 
that he will retain his personal interest in the work 


and his fellowship with those who are concerned | 


with its welfare. With the Bishop, Mr. Aldis 
coupled the name of Mrs. Holden, paying a tribute 
to the value of her work also. 
Bishop Holden, in reply, said he felt one of the 
greatest rewards for a missionary is the happy fel- 
lowship which he enjoys with those who have been 
engaged in like service. He was glad to have had 
the privilege of going to the diocese before it was 
divided into Eastern and Western Szechwan; but 
spoke in highly appreciative terms of Bishop 
Houghton and the work he is now doing as Bishop 
of Eastern Szechwan. As regards Western Szech- 
wan he had great hope that his own retirement 
would mean a further step in the development of 
Chinese leadership; and asked special prayer for 
Bishop Song, as there seems every likelihood that 
he may be appointed as his successor. _ 2 
After the Hon. Treasurer had presented the 
audited accounts for the past financial year, and 
pointed out that the balance in hand of £151 was 
some £95 less than on March 3lst in the previous 
year, so that the financial position gives ground 
for considerable anxiety and is a call to earnest 
prayer ; an address was given by Mr. Loh Djung-shu 
(C.M.S.), of the West China Christian Union 
University in Chengtu, who spoke of the new work 
among refugee students in Chengtu for which he 


asked special prayer. He also said that the Chinese — 


Church, while increasingly ready to take responsi- 
bility, does need and will welcome the help of more 


missionaries from abroad. Just because they are 


taking more responsibility, they need more help. 
- The next speaker, Dr. Max Gray (C.I.M.), of 


the Paoning Hospital, said that he had been en-— 


gaged in five different kinds of work—medical, 
evangelistic, church, evacuating, and serving of 


tables. He told of the work which is going on in ~ 
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various places—some disappointing, others encour- 
aging, but all with tremendous possibilities; and 
fed” his hearers to “‘ be optimistic but not satis-_ 


7 It is good to be able to report that the feawesil 
result of the Day of Prayer and Gifts shows an 
advance on the previous year, the total of nearly 
£59, giving real cause for thanksgiving to God and 
to the generous donors. | 


PERSONAL NOTES. 


‘The Rev. T, E. Benson has had to go to Chusig: 
king for medical attention. He had splendid oppor- 
tunities while there of doing something among the 
refugees that now crowd that city, many of them 
being members of the Sheng Kong Huei in other 
parts of China. 


Mr. and Mrs. Derbyshire, Yuin-an-chang, were 
to have left for furlough, but have been delayed for 
the time being. They will PRODRDLY. be leaving 

Szechwan very shortly. 


Mr. A. L. Grockett, Kai-chiang, is to be mar- 

ried to Dr. Jackson in August. After the wedding, 
_ which is to be at Wanhsien summer resort, they 
will be going to Paoning. He is to help in _ the 
boys’ school there. 


The Rev. W. H. C. Simmonds of Tachuh, aid 
Mrs. Simmonds and two children, arrived in Eng- 
land on June Ist. In August Mr. Simmonds ex- 
pects to be taking duty at Christ Church, Penge, 
while the Vicar is away on holiday. 


“Phe Rev. Cc. Ellison is in charge now of 
Tachuh. 


Rev. H. C. Iliffe is also at Tachuh 
his marriage in July to Miss Thow, after which 
they will be going to Raihpien, to take RARER, of 
the work there. | | 
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The Rev. J. Carpenter and Mrs. Carpenter 
Tahsien, expect to leave for furlough in the autumn. : 


__ Miss A. Warin, Yuin-an-chang, arrived in Eng- 
land on furlough March 20th, and 


The Rev. F. Skinner, Sener and Mrs. Skin- 
ner, and child, arrived on April 18th. 


_ The Rev. K. G. Bevan and his wife were ex- 
pected to return to East Szechwan from Shanghai 
(where they have been helping in administration 
work) in April last. Miss Carpenter hopes to leave 
England in September to return to East Szechwan. 


News has been received of the allocation of 
four 8.C:M.§. recruits to Western China. They 
will be warmly welcomed by Archdeacon Denham 
and his fellow-workers in the Kwangan district. 


Mr. and Mrs. Jenkins, Mr. Sherwood and Miss 
Parker, all Church Army workers, are hoping to 
sail on August 26th on their way back to West 
Szechwan; and will be accompanied by Rev. C. 

Eliott, a C.M.S. recruit for that diocese. ee 


Limitations of space prevented any mention in 
the last issue of the ‘‘ Bulletin ”’ of the death of 

Mr. CG. T. Pothill, one of the famous ‘‘ Cambridge 
Seven ’’ and a pioneer missionary who gave many © 
years of faithful and devoted service under the 
C.I.M. in what is now the East Szechwan diocese. 
Two other former missionaries in Western China 
have also been called Home recently, Mrs. Hope- 
Gill, wife of the Rev. W. Hope-Gill, and the Rev. — 
W. R. Cannell, both of the C.M.S. We give thanks 
to God for all that these workers were enabled to 
do for the spread of His Kingdom in Western 
China, and would offer our prayerful sympathy to 
the members of their respective families. — 


- The Rev. Preb. H. W. Hinde, Chairman of the 
D.A.W.C., has undergone an operation recently for — 
acute appendicitis. We are thankful for news of 
recovery. 


. 


MEETINGS. 


| The Monthly Prayer. Meetings by the 
D.A.W.C. are being discontinued until the autumn, 
but it is hoped to resume them in October next. In 
the meantime, remembrance of the work in Western } 
China has been: promised at the following parochial | 
gatherings, at which any of our friends who can } 
attend will be cordially welcomed :— 


St. Stephen’s, E. Putney Ist afternoon. 

Emmanuel, Wimbledon _... Ist Friday, 5.30 & 8.15 p.m. 

Haling Hall, Croydon ... lst Friday, 8.15 p.m. 

St. Michael’s, Braintree ... 1st Saturday, evening. : 

Trinity, Eastbourne... Ist Saturday, 5.30 p.m. 

St. Peter’s, Southborough... 4th Tuesday, 11.45 a.m. | 
Ist Saturday, 6 p.m. 

Guildford 

Woking = . 3rd Tuesday, 11.30 a.m. 

Christ Church, Friday, 

St. James’, Dover ... _ ... 4th Sunday, evening service. | 

St. Mark’s, Preston ... ... Tuesdays, 7.30 p.m. : 

Dunston, Lincs. «se Wednesdays, ‘3 p.m. | 

Ferndown, Dorset... ... Wednesdays | 

Christ Church. Richmond . 8 p.m. (except Ist. 

(Surrey) Briday), 

Parish Chureh, Sevenoaks... (two 

St. John’s. Ealing ... ... Fridays, 5.30 p.m. 

Christ Church, Blackpool ... Fridays, 7 p.m. 

Pettaugh, Stowmarket ... Friday, evening. 3 


Union Hall, Deyer ... Saturdays, evening. 

St. Andrew’s; Cullompton... 1st Saturday evening. 
Reigate Pafish Church _... 4th Saturday. 
Christ Church, Barnet... | 
St. Quthbert’s, Preston... 

St. Luke’s, Chaddertem 
Stanstead, Suffolk 
St. Mary’s, Watford.. | 


| 
5 
é 
| 
? 


30 


PRAYER CYCLE. 


EASTERN SZECHWAN: 
‘_LANGCHUNG (PAONING). TANISHAN. 


TS’ IEN-FUH-CH’ ANG. 

ILUNG, TSANGKI, KIENKOH. 
KWANGYUAN, CHAOHWA. 
PACHUNG (PACHOW), NANCHIANG, 


| TUNGKIANG. 
NANPU, FU-TSUN-I, YENTING. | 


YINGSHAN, CHOWKOW. 


NANCHUNG (SHUNKING), HSICHUNG. 
KWANGAN. 

YOCH'IH. 

KUAN-IN-KOH, LINSHUI. 

CHUHSIEN (T’UCHI). 

TACHU, WU-CHIA-CH’ANG. 

WANYUAN, CHENGKOW. 

LIANGSHAN, T’IENKIANG. 
KAIHSIEN, WEN-T’ANG-TSING, LIN-KIANG- 
WANHSIEN. SHIH 


FENGKIEH (KWEIFU), YUNYANG, 


YUIN-AN -CH’AN G. 


WESTERN SZECHWAN: 


20. 
21. 


MOWCHOW. 


-P*ING-WU (LONGAN), KIANGYU. 
CHONGPA. 
| MIENTANG (MIENCHOW). 


EN. 
HU. 


TEHYANG. 
HANCHOW. 


SINTU. 


~CHONGKTIANG. 
~CHENGTU. | 
. UNOCCUPIED PLACES. 


3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
8. 
9. 
10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
| wb. 
16. 
| 17. 
18. 
19 
| 
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SPECIAL SUBJECTS FOR THANKSGIVING 
AND INTERCESSION. 


LET US THANK GOD 


For His gift of Bishop and Mrs. ‘hie to Western China 
_and for all that their work there has meant during the past five 
years. 
For the work of Rev. C. H. Parsons during so many years in 
East Szechwan; and for that of Archdeacon Fu; also for the lives 
and work of the late Mr. C. T. Polhill, Mrs. Hope-Gill and Rev. 
W. R. Cannell. | 

For the evidences of His blessing given at the East Szechwan 
Synod; and through the special Mission in Kwangan and the Tent 
Campaigns in the Hanchow district. 

For news of encouraging progress in various places mentioned 
in the ‘“ Station Notes”; for the formation of the Women’s 
Evangelistic Bands; and for the good harvests reported this year. 

For new opportunities resulting from the War situation, par- 
ticularly in Chengtu, Wanhsien and Kweifu. For the witness of 
Paul Li and others in Mowchow, where there has been no Christian 
work for so many years past. 

For the news of recruits for the C.M.S. and B.C.M.S. areas: 
and for the recovery of missionaries who have been ill. 


For His blessing on the recent Day of Gifts and Prayer. 


LET US PRAY 


That all concerned in the appointment of Bishop Holden’s 
successor in West Szechwan may be guided by God to the right 
choice; and for Bishop Song in his added responsibilities during 
this interim period. | 

For God’s special Moulan ; on the results. of the Rev. Marcus 
Cheng’s meetings in May and June; and for the Chinese leaders” 
Conference to be held at Chiihsien in July. | 

For churches which are so greatly in need of more teaching, 
and for revival in Ilung. That Chinese Christians may be delivered 
from the snare of opium-growing; and for the workers in the 
anti-opium Gospel campaigns. | 

For Bishop Ku, in his present suffering and weakness. | 

For Bishop and Mrs. Holden, as they go to their new work — 
in the Truro diocese, that they may be greatly blessed and used 
of God there. 

: For missionaries returning and recruits going out to Western 
China, that they may be guided to the best route for travel, and 
be preserved from undue delay or as 

That God will pany supply all the financial needs of the 
work. 
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PRAYER FOR WESTERN CHINA. 


LMIGHTY God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, we 
thank Thee for Thy geet love in redeeming us unto 
Thyself by the precious blood of Thy dear Son and for the 
gift of Thy sanctifying Spirit. May we show our love to ~ 
Thee by loving the souls for whom Christ died, and by | 
seeking to make known His glorious salvation throughout | 
the world. We pray Thee to send down Thy_ heavenly 
blessing upon Thy servants, the Bishops and pastors of Thy 
flock in Western China, and all who are associated with 
them in their work for Thee. May Thy presence be with — 


our missionary brethren and sisters who are seeking to 


bring the knowledge of Thee to those who know Thee not. 
May Thy Holy Spirit bless and prosper all their work and 
bring it to good success. We pray for those who have 
been baptised into Thy faith, fear and love that they may . 
grow in grace and in the knowledge of Thee. We pray 
also for those who know Thee not that they may be drawn 
by the cords of Thy Fatherly love to faith in our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that they and we may work and pray 
together for the return of our King to establish His Ever- - 
lasting Kingdom. 
Finally, we pray that Thou wouldest comfort and © 
strengthen all who are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, | 
or any other anxiety; cheer and encourage all who are in. 
special need of Thy help; and bring both them and us to 
Thy Heavenly Kingdom, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 


Amen. 


@he Bulletin is issued four times a year, and is sent 
free of charge to all subscribers of 5/- and over to the 
funds of the Diocesan Association Others who wish 
for the Magazine can obtain it from the Organising 
Secretary on payment of 2/- per annum (to include 
postage). Residents in Canada, Australia or New 
Zealand, however. should apply to the respective Sec- | 
retaries in those countries, whose names appear inside 
the front cover of the Magazine. | 
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N.B. P’ingwu and Kiangyu, although in the Diocese of Western Szechwan, are stations of the C.I.M 
Church Army representatives are working under the C.M.S. in Western Szechwan. 
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